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nationalism., when it was not Socialist or peasant, began with a lower middle-class outlook, corresponding to the social structure of these nationalities " unhistoric ", and therefore without a strong middle class. Liberal intellectuals, like Masaryk, stood outside this movement,1 and opposed the Pan-Slav and even pro-Tsarist romantics. The importance such intellectuals were later to gain was due exclusively to the result of the First World War, which seemed a definite victory for Wilsonian democracy.
But lower middle-class nationalism was soon to be opposed by stronger forces. We have mentioned the propaganda for Catholic social reform which Baron Vogelsang had begun in 1870, at the time of the Hohenwarth Government. In Vienna, in 1883, Lueger, a gifted demagogue, made use of the extension of the suffrage to the lower middle classes to organise the anti-Semitic " Christian Social " movement. Ten years later he won a local majority, after most of the former Liberal organisations had entered his camp. After some resistance from traditional bureaucratic, and even Liberal, influences at Court, Lueger received Imperial confirmation as Mayor of Vienna. The radical demagogue very soon developed into a highly efficient administrator, displaying that initiative in ce municipal socialism " which his Socialist successors in the Viennese administration were to maintain, and that ability to compromise with "Jewish High Finance " that Seipel and Dollfuss, his successors in the Christian Social Party, were to preserve. About 1900, starting in Lower Austria and the Tyrol, and supported by the well-to-do peasants and the lesser clergy, the Party began the organisation of peasant cooperatives and the conquest of the former Catholic Conservative Party, which the nobles and bishops had dominated.2 In 1907 the Conservatives had to join the Christian Social Party.
Political Catholicism, among the Germans, was now constituted as a mass party of the urban and rural lower middle classes. In its first stage, in Vienna, it opposed what was described as a coalition of the ruling bureaucracy with Viennese High Finance and Big Business,3 and in its second and rural stage it attacked the great estate-owners. The Alpine Provincial Diets, dominated by the Christian Social Party, began to legislate
1  Masaryk in the old Austria never succeeded in building up more than a dwarf party, and even this onty against enormous opposition from official " young Czech " nationalism.    Benes,   as  post-revolutionary  Prime  Minister,  got  a  strong  party behind him only after a long struggle to purge the Czech National Socialist Party of its reactionary elements.    Even this success was doubtful, as the events of autumn 1938 were to make clear.
2 Bauer, op. cit. (1925), p. 14.6.            3 Redlich, op. cit. (1929), pp. 48-9.